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“The Play's the thing”’— Ask for Thomas's Observer. 
DRURY LANE THEATRE. 

THERE was a very good house here on Saturday night to 
witness the performance of Balfe’s Opera of The Siege of Ro- 
chelle, which was followed by one act of The Devil on Two 
Sticks, and the Drama of The Castile Spectre. We have been 
requested to state, that although Mr.H. Phillips refused to ac- 
ceed to a reduction of one third of his salary in common with 
the other performers, he offered to play an extra night ineach 
week, if required, no great effort of liberality. Some of the 
bouquets which were showered on'Vaglioni at her farewell benefit, 
contained less perishable offerings than what this protracted 
winter has permitted nature to yield. One bouquet shot at La 
Sylphide by a wealthy banker, was worth 3000 francs, according 
to the on dits of the foyer. 

COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

Tus Theatre was closed on Saturday night, for a night re- 
hearsal of the new Drama, called Strafford, to be pro. 
duced to-night for the benefit of Mr. Macready. The Theatrical 
Fund committee of this establishment have been diligently em- 
ployed during the last week muking arrangements for the 
approaching festival on the 13th in-tant. On Saturday the se- 
cretary announced that his Majesty had sent a donation of 100 
guineas, and expressed his best wishes for the prosperity of the 
fund. The Duke of Sussex will not be well enough to preside, 
but hopes todo so next year. The Duchess of’ Kent and the 
Princess Victoria, the secretary stated, had contributed muni- 
ficently to the charity. 

Hacket, the American comedian, has taken the National The- 
atre, New York, and is expected here in about a month to make 
arrangements for the forthcoming season. Not content with tak- 
ing out English actors, he intends to export an English author or 
two. 

“lt is not to be concealed, (says a Sunday journal,) that 
the present state of theatrical affairs is anything but satisfactory 
to the profession or the public. Both at the Major and Minor 
houses, of late, the receipts have often been inadequate to the 
@Xpenditure, and at one of our principal Theatres, conducted 
perhaps with more energy and enterprize than ability and good 
taste, even the reduction of the company to two thirds salaries 
has not enabled the lessee to meet the demands upon his purse 
without a considerable individual sacrifice. That matters eannot 
long remain in this condition is quite clear, and the question js 
what will be the result? Some advise that one or both of our 
winter houses shéuld be closed uatil a more favorable prospect is 
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opened, or until some greater and more attractive novelty can be 
produced. Many people talk of the public authorities again 
taking upon themselves the contro: of the whole theatrical sys- 
tem, and remodelling it, by confiaing Minor Theatres strictly to 
their province, thus leaving as formerly, the National Drama to 
thetwo great houses. This plan, we take leave to say, is im- 
practicable, it cannot be done, and if it could, it would be tin- 
just to limit Minors, to Burletta, music, and dancing, and to al- 
low Majors to incroach upon the departments of the Minors, as 
for the last ten or fifteen years they have been in the habit of 
doing.”” 

The same journal says ‘We can only giveit as a report to 
which our reader? mey attach just the degree of credit they 
think it deserves, that there is some likelihood that the com- 
mission issued against Madame Vestris will not be worked out, 
and that steps wil! be taken before the Lord Chancellor, to su- 
persede it. This notion has, perhaps, merely arisen out of the 
peculiar nature of the debts and liabilities of Madame Veatris, 
an examination into which many interested persons are opposed. 
We own, therefore,that we attach little credit to the statements. ’’ 


Fashionable Lounges. 


To the Editor of the Theatrical Observer. 

Dak Ma. Evitor,—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon—but will you 
excuse me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my 
friends and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town 
After witnessing the Adelphi performances, 1 drop intoWhite’s celebrated Cigar 
Depot, 415, Strand, trom which place I address you—fill my box with exquisite 
snuff!—choose a real Havanoah '—delightful lounge, and choice company— 
advise all my friends to go. < 

On Monday, visit The Western Exchange Bazaar, 10, Old Bond Street,—moat 
splendid place—completely rebuilt sisce the late calamitous fire—thronzed by 
the élite of society, who all seem eager to patronise and encourage this Emporium 
ef fashion, taste,&economy.—P op in by the private entrance, 14,BurlingtonArcade. 

Tuesday escorted Mra. P. to the CoLosssum,—visited the Conserv atories— 
Fountains—Caverns—Views of Stupeudous London, and other delightful and 
interesting Views.—The Optical Gallery—Wonders of the Microscope, and the 
new aud unrivalled cabalastic feats of Mr. Sutton, the celebrated Magician. 

Why is Perrina’s splendid Summer stock of Hats, like celebrated perfor- 
mers ?—because they are waterproof iike Reeve—elegant like Vestris—durable 
as Braham—& light as the step of T'aglioni! They are as cheap as theBoxes at 
reduced prites, & as well known as the finest Opera, forPznrina Caps them all. 

Wednesday, attend a large party of fashionables to Mapamp Tussauo’s inter- 
esting Exhibition, Golden Corinthian Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Square— saw 
the new additions, correct likenesses of Lord Eldon, Oliver Cromwell, the late 
lamented Malibran, the Duchess of Kent, Priness Victoria. Lord Hill, &c. &o. 

Quite delighted with BarNnett’s exquisiteOpera of Fair Rosamond, purchased 
the music - astonished at the beauty & melody of the solos and eoncerted pieees— 
the most popular Opera of the day. 

The Exhibition of British Artists, Suffolk Street, Pall Mall, is again open, 








_ attracting numerous visitors with elegant specimens of native talent—Many 


ohef-d’ euvres of art equal to some of the best o the Ancient and Modern Mas- 
ters—excellent Portraits and Brilliant Landscapes.—Admission One Shilling. 

Called on friend Evans at his Hotel, Piazza, Covent Garden, to visit his 
splendidCoffee Room, had an excelleut coffee-room dinner for 2s. After my refresh- 
ment popt into the Harmonic Meeting he!d down stairs as usual, so pleased 
stayed there a week, for which I oniy paid a Guinea for bed & breakfast, by 
the bye an excellent Table d’ Hote every Wednesday & Saturday at half-past 3, 

On Saturday, 1 examine Miss Lindwood’s curious Needle-Work, Leiceste: 
quare--just added other beautiful specimens of her art. 

Every evening, after the Theatre, Land my friends cross over from Russell 
Court, to Baetr’s in Drury Laue, (No.169,) fora few glasses of Ginger, or 
Mulled Elder, or other British Wines; when I pop a bottle or two into my 
pocket, with a single bottle of Brelt’s British Cognac.—but I intrude—beg 
pardon—Your’s &€.—~PAUL PRY. 

















Theatre Royal, Covent Garden. 
Mr MACREADY’S NIGHT. 


This Evening, (for the First Time) @ new Historical Tragedy, to be called 


STRAFFORD. 


With New and Appropriate Scenery, Dresses, &c. 

















Kiog Charles the First.. eeeseeseeeee eo @e @teeees e soueelll DALE, 
Ear! of ‘Holland, Mr HUCKEL, 
Lord Saville,, ...«6.. “—T eee errr £y kg 


Sir Henry Vene, Mr THOMPSON, 
Thomas Wentworth, Viscount. Wentworth, 
afterwards Earl pape ) M Mr MACREADY, 
William Wentworth aster WALKER, 
hm ta, Co | ae WARE 
( Their First Appearance on this Stage.) 
John Pym, seeces eee esse ee Oe 08 Oe 68% OP -.Mr VANDENHOFF, 
Honorable Denzil Hollis, Mr G. BENNETT, 
The Younger Vane,...... isin assim sil danni Mr J. WEBSTER, 
Honorable Nathaniel Fiennes, Mr ‘WORRELL, 
John Hampden,, @eeeee 02 O00 ee ovece ®eeeer Mr HARRIS, 
Sir Benjamin Rudyard, Mr PRITCHARD, 


Baril of Teedee, ooccccecsccveces sicidsiiakaacas Mr BENDER, 
Peard, (a Puritan) Mr WEBS TER 
Maxwell.... ..( Usher of the Black Rod )........ Mr RANSFORD 
Balfour, (Constable of the Tower) Mr COLLETT, 
Bryan, Mr BECKETT, Mainwaring, Mr PA ULO. 
Scotch ‘Commissioner, Mr RAY, 
Queen Henrietta, ..........0008 ooccce o Miss VINCENT, 


Lucy Percy, (Countess of Carlisle) Miss HELEN FAUCIT. 
After which,(for the 11th Time} a new Farce, called 


The Modern Orpheus 


Or, Music the Food of Love ! 


Achilles Dumont, a retiring =< aliage Mr FARREN, 


Picote...... (a retired nomenon .Mr TILBURY, 
Philippe .... . Mr J. WEBSTER, 
* Madame ‘Picote, “Mrs GLOVER, 

Cecile, Miss LEE, - Jaquette, Miss NICHOLSON 


To eonclude with, the Drama, called The . 
Two Pages of Frederick 


the Great. 
Frederick the Great -....... Mr W. FARREN, 
Theodore, Miss VINCENT, 


Augustus, Miss LEE, Phelps, Mr TILBURY, 
Madaine Phelps, Mrs GLOVER, 
Madame Ritzburg ....... .. Mrs W. WEST, 


Caroline, MissNICHOLSON,Lisbeth, UrsGARRICK 














Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. 








This Evening, Rowe’s Tragedy of 


JANE SHORE. 


Duke of Glo’ster, MrMATHEWS, 


a errr Mr COOPER, 
Sir R. Ratcliffe, Mr F. COOKE, 
Catesby, eee TT Tere ee Mr HEN RY, 


Earl of Derby, “Mr MEARS, 
Dumont, Mr DIDDiAR, Belmour, MrBRINDAL. 
Jane Shore, Miss TAYLOR, 
Ee ne o2.. Miss HUDDA RT. 


After whieh, a Pantomimic Sketch, in One Act, taken from 
the last successful Pantomime, 


Old Gammer Gurton:; 


Or, THE LOST NEEDLE. 

Mago, Mr MEARS, Stophiles, Mr HONNER, Robin, MissPOOLE 
Hodge, MrT. MATT HEWS, Doctor Ratte, MrF.SUTTON 
Diccon, Mr F. COOKE, Cobbe, Master FENTON, 
Gammer Gurtonp, Mr HENRY, Dame Chatte MrSHUTER, 

Emma, Miss FAIRBROTHER, Tyb, Mrs EAST, 
Doll, Miss BARNETT, Cerulla, Miss MARSHALL, 


To conelude with, the Operatic Drama of 
ROB ROY. 
Sir Frederick Vernon,.............Mr DIDDEAR, 
Rashleigh Osbaldiston, Mr MATHEWS. 


Francis Osbaldiston,............ Mr ANDERSON, 
Owen, ‘Mr MEADOWS, 
Captain Thornton, ......... .»--..Mr BRINDAL, 


Rob Roy, Mr COOPER. 

Hamish & Robert, (hisiSons) MrWieland& MrMears 
Major Galbraith, Mr BEDFORD, 
rere ere Mr F. COOKE 
Bailie Nicol Jarvie, Mr BARTLEY. 
M‘Stuart, Mr HENRY, Allen, Mr HEALY, 
og ee re re ..»»-Mr MEARS. 
DianaVernon, Miss BETTS, 

Helen Mac Gregor, ...... ...-Mrs W. CLIFFORD, 
Mattie, Mrs HUMBY, Kattie, MrsEAST. 
Jean Me Alpine .......... . Miss SOMERVILLE, 
Martha, MissP1NCOTT, Hostess, MrsMAPLESON, 
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